
The Fortnightly 
‘Learning together in faith and love, we shine as children of God’ 

Friday 15th May 2026 

Home-School Links 
 
Address: Durham Rd, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8NF  
Email:   smi@smi.bwcet.com 
Telephone:  0191 584 05 42 
Website: https://stmichaelshoughton.bwcet.com/ 
Facebook:  stmichaelshoughton Instagram: st_michaelcatholicschool 

   Statement to live by 
I know how to show that I am sorry.  

Attendance at school for the past two weeks…  
Reception: 98.5%       Year 1: 95%       Year 2: 94%       Year 3: 97%       Year 4: 99%       Year 5: 99%       Year 6: 100% 

WELL DONE TO YEAR 6! 

The end of yet another busy half term is approaching!… Can you believe that by next Friday we will have reached the end of Summer 1? 
The weeks really do seem to be passing so quickly! We are incredibly proud of the effort and commitment our children have shown in their 
learning this half term. We are also very grateful to our supportive and dedicated families for the encouragement you continue to provide. As 
Headteacher, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our fantastic staff, who work tirelessly each day to provide an excellent education for 
your children and ensure they are kept safe and well. School will close for the May half term on Friday 22nd May, and we look forward to 
welcoming our children and families back on Monday 1st June at 8.35am. 

We hope you all have a WONDERFUL and well-deserved break when it arrives! 

Well done Year 6… A HUGE well done to our Year 6 class. 
They finished their SAT’s this week and gave it their all! Well 
done to each and every one of our children for showing such 
commitment and hard work over the years and to staff who 
have guided them on their school journey!    

                                                Amazing work Year 6! 

Healthy Week 2026!… This year we will be celebrating Healthy 
Week between 6th - 10th July. Miss Potts, our PE coordinator, has 
been working hard to plan this and has been working alongside lots 
of different sports providers. We are still awaiting some final details 
to be confirmed, however, we will be writing to families very soon so 
watch this space!                                                           
       Exciting! 
BWCET Celebration of Sport Event… Year 5 children across the 
Trust have been chosen, yet again, to attend the BWCET Celebration 
of Sport on Thursday 2nd July. This promises to be a really exciting 
event when all our family of schools will come 
together to celebrate the sporting talents of our 
wonderful children. Families should have had 
information about this recently and more details will 
be coming over the coming weeks.   
   Celebrating Sport!  

Calling all families… Next half term, we will be celebrating ‘Careers and Enterprise’ in school. More details are to 
follow in a letter, but we are giving early notice of this event as we are asking for your help and support!  

Do you have a career that you are passionate about and would like to share? Do you have an unusual career which 
you feel our children would like to know more about? Do you work for a company that would be interested in visiting 
school to talk about careers? Do you work in a career which is tying to raise the profile to different people, e.g. more 
females in engineering? If the answer to any of these questions is ‘yes’ or feel you can support, we would LOVE to 
hear from you! Please send expressions of interest into smi@smi.bwcet.com. This event will rely on your support so 
please do get in touch.   Thank you!  

Year 6 Celebration! To celebrate all their hard 
work from this year and the end of their SATs, our 
Year 6 children went to the cinema as a special treat 
today! 

Once again, well done for your hard work and 
dedication.  You deserve it!  

Curriculum enrichment and 
learning on other faiths… Year 
3 had a wonderful trip to 
Newcastle Reform Synagogue. Mr 
and Mrs Scott were very 
welcoming and taught them lots 
about the Jewish faith, worship 
and religion. As part of our RE 
curriculum the children learnt 
about the parts of a synagogue 
and the community that worship 
there. We talked about the impact 
of the Holocaust on the Jewish 
community and how we can 
spread peace and tolerance in our 
community.   
Tolerance, respect, peace! 
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Online safety... 

Year 4 First Holy Communion Celebration… On Saturday, our wonderful Year 4 children will take a 
very special step in their faith journey as they make their First Holy Communion at St. Michael’s Church. 
This is a significant and joyful occasion for both the children and their families, and we are incredibly proud 
of them all. 
 
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Miss. Fox and Mrs. Robson for their care, commitment and 
preparation, as well as to Fr. Marc for his guidance and support. We are also grateful to everyone who has 
played a part in helping our children prepare so thoughtfully for this important sacrament. 
Please keep our children and their families in your thoughts and prayers as they celebrate this special 
moment.        ‘I am the bread of Life’  



Local family help and support information ... 



...continued... 



Proud to be part of... 
Important Information: From time to time, due to unforeseen circumstances, the 
dates/events mentioned in the Fortnightly may have to be changed /cancelled. If a 
change/cancellation does occur, you will be notified as early as possible.      
Thank you in advance for your understanding. 

Assemblies and Collective Worship – Parents Invited  
Class Curriculum Celebration Assemblies Celebration of the Word 

Reception  Tues 23rd June 26  9.00am  Thurs 4th June 26  3.00pm  
Year 1 Tues 16th June 26  9.00am  Thurs 21st May 26  3.00pm  
Year 2 Tues 31st March 26  9.00am  Thurs 22nd Jan 26 3.00pm  
Year 3 Tues 10th March 26  9.00am  Thurs 13th Nov 25  3.00pm  
Year 4 Tues 17th Feb 26  9.00am  Thurs 18th June 26  3.00pm  
Year 5 Tues 10th Feb 26  9.00am  Thurs 27th Nov 25  3.00pm  
Year 6 Tues 27th Jan 26  9.00am  Thurs 6th Nov 25  3.00pm  

Year 6 Leavers Assembly  Thursday 16th July 2026  2.00pm  

 Date Class Event 

Sum
m

er 1 

Wednesday 6th May 2026. Year 3. Educational Visit to the Synagogue. 
Thursday 7th May 2026. Year 4. First Holy Communion Preparation. 
Thursday 7th May 2026. Year 4. Parent Meeting for Residential at Youth Village at 4:30pm. 
Friday 8th May 2026. Whole School. Whole School Individual Photographs. 
Monday 11th May 2026 – Thursday 14th 
May 2026. 

Year 6. SATs 

Friday 15th May 2026. Year 6. Trip to the Cinema. 
Monday 18th May 2026.  Year 6 Year 6 Celebration Event. 
Saturday 16th May 2026. Year 4. Sacrament of First Holy Communion - 10am in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome. 
Tuesday 19th May 2026. Reception. Reception Reading Cafe 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us. 
Thursday 21st May 2026. Year 1. Celebration of the Word at 3pm in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us. 
Friday 22nd May 2026. Reception.  Reception Class Mass at St. Michael’s Church. All are welcome.  
Friday 22nd May 2026. Reception.  Reception visit to Houghton Library.  

HALF TERM 
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2026 

Sum
m

er 2 

Monday 1st June 2026. Whole School. Back to School. 
Monday 1st June 2026 – Friday 12th 
June 2026. 

Year 4. Multiplication Tables Check. 

Tuesday 2nd June 2026.  Year 2. Year 2 visit to Houghton Library.  
Wednesday 3rd June 2026. Year 6. Nexus Bus Induction as part of transition to Secondary School. 
Thursday 4th June 2026. Reception. Celebration of the Word at 3pm in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us. 
Friday 5th June 2026. Year 3. Year 3 Class Mass at St. Michael’s Church. All are welcome.  
Monday 8th June 2026 – Friday 19th 
June 2026. 

Year 1. Phonics Screening Tests. 

Thursday 11th June 2026. Reception. Educational Visit to Beamish Museum. 
Monday 15th June – Wednesday 17th 
June 2026. 

Year 4. Residential at Youth Village. 

Monday 15th June 2026 – Thursday 18th 
June 2026. 

Year 6. Bikeability – Cycling proficiency. 

Tuesday 16th June 2026. Year 1. Curriculum celebration assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us. 
Thursday 18th June 2026. Year 4. Celebration of the Word at 3pm in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us. 
Friday 19th June 2026. Whole School. Careers / Enterprise Day (Date may change due to availability of volunteers) 
Friday 19th June 2026. Year 5. Year 5 Class Mass at St. Michael’s Church. All are welcome.  
Monday 22th June – Thursday 25th June 
2026. 

Year 6. Residential to Derwent Hill. 

Tuesday 23rd June 2026. Reception. Curriculum celebration assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us. 
Friday 26th June 2026. Whole School. Inset Day. School closed to pupils on this day. 
Monday 29th June 2026 Year 6. Primary Festival at the Youth Village. 
Tuesday 30th June 2026 – Thursday 2nd 
July 2026. 

Year 6. Transition days at St Roberts. 

TBC Reception. Litter Pick at the Beach. 
Thursday 2nd July 2026. Year 5. Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium. 
Friday 3rd July 2026. Years 1 & 4. Years 1 & 4 Class Mass at St. Michael’s Church. All are welcome.  
Monday 6th July 2026 – Friday 10th July 
2026. 

Whole School. Healthy Week. 

Friday 10th July 2026. Whole School. Sports Day at 1pm on the School Field. 
Monday 13th July 2026.  School Council / Head 

Boy and Girl  
Visit to London and the Houses of Parliament.  

Thursday 16th July 2026. Year 6. Leavers Assembly at 2pm. All are welcome to join us. 
Friday 17th July 2026. Whole School. Whole School / Year 6 Leavers Mass at St. Michael’s Church. All are welcome.  
Friday 17th July 2026. Whole School. School breaks up for Summer Holidays at 3:15pm. 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026. Whole School. Back to School. 

- Important Dates - 


