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The Fortnightly!

- Friday 28th November 2025 -

‘Learning together in faith and love,

' g . Catholic Pri School
o we shine as children of God’ arelie Frimary sehoo

Statement to live by: | try to follow our classroom and school rules.

Headteacher Christmas Message...

7 As we approach the final week of what has been a very busy and productive Autumn term, it’s hard to believe that we are nearly one
third of the way through this academic year! It has been wonderful to reflect on the many achievements across our school and the
progress made so far. 'm sure you will join me in thanking our incredible staff for their hard work and commitment. Their dedication to
the children, both in the day-to-day life of our school and through the extra experiences they provide, truly demonstrates their passion
H/ for St. Michael’s Catholic Primary School.

“ A huge thank you also goes to our amazing children for their effort and enthusiasm throughout the term. It has been a privilege to
watch them learn new concepts, tackle challenges, and make fantastic progress since September. Their excitement during lessons and
extra curricular activities has been inspiring.

Finally, we want to thank you—our supportive families. We are blessed to have such a strong and caring community around us.
On behalf of the staff and governors, we wish all our children and their families a very happy, peaceful, and holy Christmas, and every blessing for the
New Year. Merry Christmas to you all!

With very best wishes for the festive period, ~ Mr. N Reeson

Christmas Cinema Visit.. On Wednesday, the whole school
enjoyed a special Christmas outing to the cinema. Reception and
Year 1 were thrilled by Paw Patrol, while Years 2—6 laughed along
with The Grinch Who Stole Christmas. It was a wonderful day filled
with excitement, festive cheer, and plenty of smiles!

Christmas Jumper & Christmas Lunch day.. On
Thursday, everyone got into the Christmas spirit and
donned their brightest, most festive Christmas
jumpers! We also had our Christmas
lunch. It was yummy and a special
thanks goes to all our catering staff
not only for Christmas lunch, but for
providing delicious and nutritious
meals every day! Thank you!

Parish Links at
Christmas... Our wonderful
school Choir have been over
to the Parish Centre this
week and last to sing some
Christmas Carols for the

St. Michael’s Parishioners.

Well done everyone!

What Christmassy fun!

Reception September 2026... Do you, your family or friends have a child ready to start Reception in September 2026? Why not join our wonderful,
happy school and become a part of the St Michael’s family! You can apply from 29th September 2025 until 15th January 2026 through the
Sunderland Council Portal (click here). If you require any more details, advice or support, please contact the school office who will be happy to help.

=
Looking ahead.. @@ CHRISTMAS EVENT

Monday 15t December 2025. Reception. Christmas Crafts at 9am in the School Hall.

Tuesday 16t December 2025. Reception. Christmas Nativity at 9:30am in the School Hall.

Tuesday 16t December 2025. Year 5 & 6. Carol Service at 4.30pm in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
Wednesday 17t December 2025. Year 1 & 2. Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Thursday 18" December 2025. Year 3 & 4. Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Friday 19t December 2025. Reception, Year 1 & 2. Christmas Party 1:30-3pm.

Friday 19t December 2025. KS2. Christmas Party 9:30-11am.

Gentle reminders:

(] Like last year, we will be hosting two performances of the nativities for Years 1 & 2 and Years 3 & 4. Both performances will be the same but
held at different times of the day. We are doing this to ensure that numbers do not exceed our maximum hall capacity for fire regulations.
Therefore, like last year, we Rindly ask that NO MORE THAN 2 ADULTS PER CHILD attend each performance. As the Year 5 & 6
performance will be held in Church and the church capacity is larger, there will be only one performance. Reception will only have one
performance as this is only one year group rather than two.

° On our Christmas Party day, children are invited to come to school wearing party clothes with sensible flat shoes.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Home - School links...

Email: Address: Telephone: Website: Twitter:

Durham Rd, Houghton le Spring,
DH5 8NF

smi@smi.bwcet.com

0191584 0542 stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk @St MichaelsRC

Headteacher: Mr. N.W. Reeson


mailto:smi@smi.bwcet.com
https://www.stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/St_MichaelsRC/status/1535233887621812224
https://emsonline.sunderland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en

THANK YOU!.. We are incredibly grateful to everyone who generously donated items Fortnightly attendance... Here are our class attendance
for our Christmas Hampers in support of the Parish Christmas Fayre. Your kindness figures for the last two weeks...

helps make this festive season extra special for our community.
A special mention goes to our amazing Year 6 pupils, who took the lead on this initiative Class Attendance Class Attendance
as part of their Faith in Action Award. Their hard work and dedication truly embody the ﬁgure... fl.gure...

spirit of giving.  Amazing Christmas spirit!

Reception 8% Year 3 7%

Year 1 98.5% Year 4 7%

Year 2 94.5% Year 5 8%

Year 6 8%

7lTo7rg_e|: Well done to Year 1!
0

A special visitor to St. Michaels!..
Christmas magic filled the air on
Wednesday as Santa himself paid a special
visit to the children of St. Michael’s! With
a jolly smile and a bag full of surprises, he
spread festive cheer throughout the school
and made sure every child received a gift.
It was a wonderful moment of joy and

Ho Ho Ho!

Curriculum Enrichment!... Our pupils have been busy
enjoying some fantastic activities! Year 2 had an
amazing time at Silksworth,
whizzing down the slopes
during their thrilling
Snowtubing session.
Meanwhile, Year 5
showcased their energy and
teamwork at an action-packed Dodgeball Festival.
Both events were filled with fun, laughter, and plenty of
smiles—what a wonderful way to stay active and
celebrate sport!  Staying active!

Online Safety...

The holiday season, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but also presents unique safety
challenges for children, families and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveling and family gatherings to
managing digital activity during school breaks, staying safe during this period requires heightened awareness. This
guide offers practical tips to help families and educators maintain a more secure and fulfilling festive period.

, MONITORDIGITAL ¢ **°
ACTINITY =

Children spend more time online during school holidays,
increasing exposure to potential dangers such as
cyberbullying, inappropriate content and online
predators. Balancing screen time, avoiding harmful
websites and ensuring children engage positively online
can be difficult without proper monitoring tools. Set clear
boundaries, encourage open discussions about online
safety and use parental controls to manage content
exposure and screen time effectively. Regular check-ins
and positive reinforcement around digital habits
encourage safe online behaviour.

5 PRACTICE FIRE
SAFETY PROTOCOLS

The incidence of house fires increases during Christmas
due to greater use of candles, cookers and electrical
decorations. Open flames, electrical overloads and the
need for quick response plans can make fire safety
challenging. Ensure smoke detectors are operational,
keep fire extinguishers on hand and teach children how:
to respond in case of a fire emergency. Avoid leaving
cooking unattended and use fire-safe candles to
prevent mishaps.
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3 CREATE TRAVEL
SAFETY PLANS

More families tend to travel during the holidays,

resulting in busier roads, increased traffic accidents and '
weather-related hazards. Weather conditions, road rage,
fatigue and busy airports can all compromise travel

safety. Pack emergency kits and adhere to seatbelt laws.

Plan routes in advance and allow extra travel time to

avoid rushing and mitigate risks on busy roads.

o

4 BEWARE OF ALLERGIES

Holiday meals often involve many foods that may
contain allergens. Cross contamination, unclear
labelling and lack of allergy-friendly options can lead to
severe reactions. Communicate any allergy needs to
hosts, provide safe food alternatives and carry necessary
medications like antihistamines or EpiPens. Teaching
children how to advocate for themselves and recognise
dangerous foods also contributes to safer celebrations.

PREVENT THE
)

SPREAD OF ILLNESS I
Cold weather and seasonal socialising can increase
the spread of viruses like flu and COVID-19. Crowded
gatherings, schools out of session and frequent travel can
lead to higher infection ri Emphasise hygiene,
encourage vaccination, disinfect surfaces and isolate

i duals. Communication with children
ne practices is essential to reduce the

spread of iliness.

Meet OQur Expert

James Whelan is a chartered health and safety consultant with 10 years
of experience in promoting family and community safety. Specialising in
risk assessment and preventative strategies, he has worked with
educational institutions, public health agencies and community groups
to deliver safety education and training.

—

¢ STAY VIGILANT
ON THE ROAD

Increased holiday traffic heightens the risk of accidents
for both drivers and pedestrians. Distracted driving,
pedestrian safety and inclement weather can complicate
road safety. Encourage pedestrian safety practices, avoid
distracted driving and never drive under the influence.

ny T P~
o MAINTAIN SAFE  dgnd d
DECORATIONS

Festive decorations such as Christmas lights and candles
can pose electrical, fire and choking hazards if
mishandled. Frayed wires, toppling Christmas trees, small
ornaments and open flames can be difficult to control,
especially in busy households with children. Inspect and
maintain decorations, secure Christmas trees, place
fragile or small items out of reach and ensure candles are
never left unattended. Testing smoke alarms and using
flame-retardant decorations can significantly reduce

'(v

g SET BOUNDARIES
FOR GIFTS

Some toys and gadgets can present choking, sharp-edge
or safety risks, particularly for young children. Ensuring
that gifts meet safety standards and are age appropriate
can be complex with so many options available. Inspect
all toys carefully and ensure any tech devices have
parental controls. Setting expectations around safe gift
use and discarding packaging that poses a risk also helps
to prevent accidents.

r

ADDRESS STRESS “ g, ¢
& FATIGUE

Holiday pressures can lead to burnout, which affects both
physical and mental health. Overpacked schedules and a
lack of downtime can cause stress and fatigue, leading to
accidents or poor decision making. Incorporate rest,
maintain regular routi and seek support to reduce
stress. Encourage activities that promote relaxation to
create a healthier, happier holiday experience for
everyone.

O,

9

10 DRINK RESPONSIBLY

Alcohol is commonly present at holiday events, raising
concerns about safety and supervision. Excessive alcohol
consumption can lead to accidents, impaired judgment
and lack of supervision for children. Designate
responsible adults, limit consumption and provide
transportation alternatives for guests. Teaching
moderation and modelling responsible behaviour in front
of children ensures that celebrations remain positive and
secure.
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SEND Parent Questionnaire.. A huge thank you to parents/carers who were able to attend our SEND review meetings last week. We hope that you found the
sessions informative and that you were able to talk through all of the great progress made by your child and to think about the term ahead. As always, your input
and feedback is valuable to us and we are pleased to report the following results from the SEND Parent Questionnaire...
Overall, my child’s experience of school is—36% very good / 45% Good / 10% Ok /9% poor (only for children with SEND)
The school takes my views about my child’s needs into account —36% strongly agreed / 55% Agreed / 9% Disagreed
My child has SEND, and the school gives them the support they need to succeed —33% Strongly agreed / 44% Agreed / 11% Disagreed / 0% Strongly
Disagreed /11% Don't know
The school is doing its best with the available resources to support my child with SEND —50% Strongly agreed / 38% Agreed / 13% Disagreed / 0% Strongly
Disagreed
Fam“yvoice Thinking about your child’s SEND targets, which of the following apply?...
- I know what my child’s targets are—88%
- My child has appropriate targets—88%
, 8 - The targets are reviewed reqularly—75%
I have an opportunity to discuss my child's targets—75%
I .am clear about the school’s policy and processes for supporting children with SEND— 43% Strongly agreed / 43% Agreed / 14% Disagreed / 0% Strongly Disagree

Initial school response... Policy and processes— All SEND policies, processes and information are available on our school website for viewing. If any parents/carers
would like a physical copy, please ask at the Office. Targets are reviewed regularly / Opportunity to discuss my child’s targets — As per guidance and in line with

Sunderland SENDIASS recommendations, we review SEND Support Plans every term (three times per year) as a minimum and more reqularly if required. Following
these face-to-face meetings, SEND Support Plans are always sent to families for reference and review via the Arbor App. School is doing its best with the available
resources - When targets are agreed in SEND Support Plan Review Meetings, we detail what resources will be required to best support your child within the plan

(where appropriate) and how support will be delivered. Needless to say, as with all schools, it is becoming increasingly difficult to balance resources (and not always
just funding) with the needs across education but we continue to strive to do our very best for the children we serve. Thank you for your valuable feedback!

Second Week of Advent Reflection ... The second week of Advent invites us to think about peace. During
this busy season, it’s easy to get caught up in the excitement of Christmas preparations, but Advent reminds us
to pause and prepare our hearts. Peace isn’t just about quiet moments; it’s about kindness, forgiveness, and
helping others feel safe and loved. In school, we can show peace by being a good friend, sharing, and using
kind words. When we work together and care for each other, we help make our classroom and playground

places of peace.

This week, let’s ask ourselves:
- How can I bring peace to my friends and family?

- What can I do to make someone’s day better?
Maranatha!

As we light the second candle on the Advent wreath, let’s remember that peace begins with us.
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Catholic Primary School

ALL FAMILIES
WELCOME

IN YEAR SCHOOL

PLACES __
AVAILABLE 7 Why not book
| 2 visit to see

our school?

¢ All Families Welcome
* Before & After School Care @) 0191 5840542
* Wide Va I’iety of Extra to arrange a visit scan the QR
Curricular Activities FOSTe v oW eee
Proud to be part of
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- Important Dates -

Date

Class

Event

Monday 15t December 2025.

Reception.

Christmas Crafts at 9am in the School Hall.

Tuesday 16t December 2025.

Reception.

Christmas Nativity at 9:30am in the School Hall.

Tuesday 16t December 2025.

Year 5 & 6.

Carol Service at 4.30pm in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Wednesday 17th December 2025.

Year 1 & 2.

Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Thursday 18+ December 2025.

Year 3 & 4.

Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Friday 19t December 2025.

Reception, Year 1 & 2.

Christmas Party 1:30-3pm.

Friday 19t December 2025.

KS2.

Christmas Party 9:30-11am.

Friday 19t December 2025.

Whole School.

School breaks up for Christmas Holidays at 3.15pm.

Monday 5* January 2026.

Whole School.

Inset Day. School closed to pupils on this day.

Tuesday 6* January 2026.

Whole School.

Back to School - 8:45am.

Friday 9" January 2026.

Year 3.

Educational Visit to Oriental Museum.

Wednesday 14" January 2026.

Year 1.

Parent Phonics Screening Check Meeting Spm.

Thursday 15" January 2026.

Year 6.

SATs Parent Meeting 5pm.

Thursday 15" January 2026.

Year 4.

First Holy Communion Preparation.

Friday 16" January 2026.

Year 6.

Y6 Class Mass 10am in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Tuesday 20 January 2026.

Year 3.

Reading Café from 9am in the School Hall.

Wednesday 215 January 2026.

Year 4.

Multiplication Check Parent Meeting 5pm.

Thursday 22" January 2026.

Year 2.

Celebration of the Word led by Year 2 in the School Hall at 3pm. All are welcome to
join us.

Thursday 22 January 2026.

Whole School.

National Handwriting Day.

Tuesday 27t January 2026.

Year 6.

Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Friday 30" January 2026.

Year 5.

Y5 Class Mass 10am in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Tuesday 3r¢ February 2026.

Year 2.

Reading Café from 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Monday 9" — Friday 13t February
2026.

Whole School.

Children’s Mental Health Week.

Tuesday 10t February 2026.

Whole School.

Safer Internet Day.

Tuesday 10t February 2026.

Year 5.

Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Thursday 12t February 2026.

Year 4.

First Holy Communion Preparation.

Friday 13t February 2026.

Year 3.

Y3 Class Mass 10am in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Tuesday 17t February 2026.

Year 3.

Educational Visit to OpenCast.

Tuesday 17t February 2026.

Year 4.

Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Wednesday 18" February 2026.

Whole School.

Ash Wednesday.

Friday 20* February 2026.

Whole School.

School breaks up for half term holidays at 3.15pm.

HALF TERM

Monday 23+¢ Februar

y - Friday 27t February 2026

Monday 24 March 2026.

Whole School.

Back to School — 8:45am.

Tuesday 3¢ March 2026.

Year 1.

Reading Café from Qam in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Thursday 5" March 2026.

Whole School.

World Book Day. Children are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book
character.

Friday 6™ March 2026.

Year 2.

Coffee Morning for Year 2's class charity, Missio.

Friday 6™ March 2026.

Year 4.

Y4 Class Mass 10am in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Monday 9" — Friday 13" March 2026.

Whole School.

British Science Week.

Tuesday 10t March 2026.

Year 3.

Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Wednesday 11th March 2026.

Year 6.

Educational Visit to Safety Works.

Tuesday 17t March 2026.

Year 3.

Educational Visit to Shipley Art Gallery.

Thursday 19 March 2026.

Year 4.

First Holy Communion Preparation.

Friday 20™ March 2026

St Cuthbert House (Red
House).

Feast of Saint Cuthbert. Children in St Cuthbert House (Red House) are invited to come
to school wearing something Red.

Friday 20™ March 2026.

Year 1 & 2.

Y1 & Y2 Class Mass 10am in St Michael's Church. All are welcome to join us.

Wednesday 25t March 2026.

St Margaret Clitherow
House (Yellow House).

Feast of Saint Margaret Clitherow. Children in St Margaret Clitherow House (Yellow
House) are invited to come to school wearing something Yellow.

Tuesday 31+ March 2026.

Year 2.

Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Thursday 15t April 2026.

Whole School.

Reception Class Easter Egg Tombola.

Thursday 2~¢ April 2026.

Whole School.

School breaks up for Easter Holidays at 3.15pm.

Friday 3¢ April 2026.

Whole School.

Good Friday. Bank Holiday, School closed to pupils on this day.

Monday 20t April 2026.

Whole School.

Back to School - 8:45am.

Class

Assemblies and Collective Worship — Parents Invited

Curriculum Celebration Assemblies

Celebration of the Word

Reception

Tues 23+ June 26

9.00am Thurs 4+ June 26 3.00pm

Year 1

Tues 16 June 26

9.00am Thurs 21+ May 25 3.00pm

Year 2

Tues 31« March 26

9.00am Thurs 22« Jan 25 3.00pm

Year 3

Tues 10+ March 26

9.00am Thurs 13+«Nov 25 3.00pm

Year 4

Tues 17+ Feb 26

9.00am Thurs 18« June 25 3.00pm

Year 5

Tues 10+ Feb 26

9.00am Thurs 27+ Nov 25 3.00pm

Year 6

Tues 27+ Jan 26

9.00am Thurs 6+ Nov 25

3.00pm

Year 6 Leavers Assembly |

Thurs

day 16+ July 2026 | 2.00pm

Important Information: From time to time, due to unforeseen circumstances, the
dates/events mentioned in the Fortnightly may have to be changed /cancelled. If a
change/cancellation does occur, you will be notified as early as possible.

Thank you in advance for your understanding.

Proud to b
rou \to be apart of.
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Bishop Wilkinson
iiiii’  Catholic Education Trust

1‘ Through Christ, in Partnership




