
   Statement to live by:  I try to follow our classroom and school rules.  

The Fortnightly!  
- Friday 28th November 2025 -  

 

‘Learning together in faith and love,  
we shine as children of God ’ 

Home - School links …  

Email:  Address:  Telephone:  Website:  Twitter:  

smi@smi.bwcet.com 
Durham Rd, Houghton le Spring, 

DH5 8NF  
0191584 0542  stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk  @St_MichaelsRC  

    Headteacher:  Mr. N.W.  Reeson 

Reception September 2026… Do you, your family or friends have a child ready to start Reception in September 2026? Why not join our wonderful, 

happy school and become a part of the St Michael’s family! You can apply from 29th September 2025 until 15th January 2026  through the 

Sunderland Council Portal (click here). If you require any more details, advice or support, please contact the school office who will be happy to help.                

Headteacher Christmas Message …  
As we approach the final week of what has been a very busy and productive Autumn term, it’s hard to believe that we are nearly one 
third of the way through this academic year! It has been wonderful to reflect on the many achievements across our school and the 
progress made so far. I’m sure you will join me in thanking our incredible staff for their hard work and commitment. Their dedication to 
the children, both in the day-to-day life of our school and through the extra experiences they provide, truly demonstrates their passion 
for St. Michael’s Catholic Primary School.  
 

A huge thank you also goes to our amazing children for their effort and enthusiasm throughout the term. It has been a privilege to 
watch them learn new concepts, tackle challenges, and make fantastic progress since September. Their excitement during lessons and 

extra curricular activities has been inspiring. 
 

Finally, we want to thank you —our supportive families. We are blessed to have such a strong and caring community around us. 
On behalf of the staff and governors, we wish all our children and their families a very happy, peaceful, and holy Christmas,  and every blessing for the 
New Year. Merry Christmas to you all!  
          With very best wishes for the festive period,     Mr. N Reeson  

Christmas Jumper & Christmas Lunch day …  On 
Thursday, everyone got into the Christmas spirit and 
donned their brightest, most festive Christmas 
jumpers! We also had our Christmas 
lunch. It was yummy and a special 
thanks goes to all our catering staff 
not only for Christmas lunch, but for 
providing delicious and nutritious 
meals every day!        Thank you!  

Parish Links at 
Christmas … Our wonderful 
school Choir have been over 
to the Parish Centre this 
week and last to sing some 
Christmas Carols for the       
St. Michael’s Parishioners.         

      Well done everyone!  

Christmas Cinema Visit …  On Wednesday, the whole school 
enjoyed a special Christmas outing to the cinema. Reception and 
Year 1 were thrilled by Paw Patrol, while Years 2–6 laughed along 
with The Grinch Who Stole Christmas. It was a wonderful day filled 
with excitement, festive cheer, and plenty of smiles! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       What Christmassy fun!  

Looking ahead …  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gentle reminders:  

• Like last year, we will be hosting two performances of the nativities for Years 1 & 2 and Years 3 & 4. Both performances will  be the same but 
held at different times of the day. We are doing this to ensure that numbers do not exceed our maximum hall capacity for fire regulations. 
Therefore, like last year, we kindly ask that NO MORE THAN 2 ADULTS PER CHILD  attend each performance. As the Year 5 & 6 
performance will be held in Church and the church capacity is larger, there will be only one performance. Reception will only have one 
performance as this is only one year group rather than two.  

• On our Christmas Party day, children are invited to come to school wearing party clothes with sensible flat shoes.  

                       Thank you for your cooperation!  

Monday 15 th December 2025. Reception. Christmas Crafts at 9am in the School Hall.  

Tuesday 16 th December 2025. Reception. Christmas Nativity at 9:30am in the School Hall.  

Tuesday 16 th December 2025. Year 5 & 6.  Carol Service at 4.30pm in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Wednesday 17 th December 2025. Year 1 & 2.  Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.  

Thursday 18 th December 2025. Year 3 & 4.  Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.  

Friday 19 th December 2025. Reception, Year 1 & 2.  Christmas Party 1:30 -3pm. 

Friday 19 th December 2025. KS2.  Christmas Party 9:30 -11am. 

C H RI STMAS EV EN TS 

mailto:smi@smi.bwcet.com
https://www.stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/St_MichaelsRC/status/1535233887621812224
https://emsonline.sunderland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en


Online Safety …  

THANK YOU! … We are incredibly grateful to everyone who generously donated items 
for our Christmas Hampers in support of the Parish Christmas Fayre. Your kindness 
helps make this festive season extra special for our community. 

A special mention goes to our amazing Year 6 pupils, who took the lead on this initiative 
as part of their Faith in Action Award. Their hard work and dedication truly embody the 

spirit of giving.  Amazing Christmas spirit!   

Fortnightly attendance … Here are our class attendance 
figures for the last two weeks...    

 

 

 

Well done to Year 1!  

Class …  
Attendance 

figure...  
Class …  

Attendance 

figure...  

Reception  98%  Year 3  97%  

Year 1  98.5%  Year 4  97%  

Year 2  94.5%  Year 5  98%  

 Year 6  98%   

A special visitor to St. Michaels! …
Christmas magic filled the air on 
Wednesday as Santa himself paid a special 
visit to the children of St. Michael’s! With 
a jolly smile and a bag full of surprises, he 
spread festive cheer throughout the school 
and made sure every child received a gift.  

It was a wonderful moment of joy and 
excitement!   Ho Ho Ho!  

Curriculum Enrichment! … Our pupils have been busy 
enjoying some fantastic activities! Year 2 had an 
amazing time at Silksworth, 
whizzing down the slopes 
during their thrilling 
Snowtubing session. 
Meanwhile, Year 5 
showcased their energy and 

teamwork at an action-packed Dodgeball Festival. 
Both events were filled with fun, laughter, and plenty of 
smiles—what a wonderful way to stay active and 
celebrate sport! Staying active!  



Second Week of Advent Reflection … The second week of Advent invites us to think about peace . During 
this busy season, it’s easy to get caught up in the excitement of Christmas preparations, but Advent reminds us 
to pause and prepare our hearts. Peace isn’t just about quiet moments; it’s about kindness, forgiveness, and 
helping others feel safe and loved. In school, we can show peace by being a good friend, sharing, and using 
kind words. When we work together and care for each other, we help make our classroom and playground 
places of peace. 
This week, let ’s ask ourselves:  

      - How can I bring peace to my friends and family?  
      - What can I do to make someone ’s day better?  
As we light the second candle on the Advent wreath, let’s remember that peace begins with us.                                        Maranatha!  

SEND Parent Questionnaire … A huge thank you to parents/carers who were able to attend our SEND review meetings last week. We hope that you found the 
sessions informative and that you were able to talk through all of the great progress made by your child and to think about the term ahead. As always, your input 
and feedback is valuable to us and we are pleased to report the following results from the SEND Parent Questionnaire...  

Overall, my child ’s experience of school is—36% very good / 45% Good / 10% Ok /9% poor (only for children with SEND)  

The school takes my views about my child's needs into account —36% strongly agreed / 55% Agreed / 9% Disagreed  
My child has SEND, and the school gives them the support they need to succeed —33% Strongly agreed / 44% Agreed / 11% Disagreed / 0% Strongly 

Disagreed /11% Don't know   
The school is doing its best with the available resources to support my child with SEND —50% Strongly agreed / 38% Agreed / 13% Disagreed / 0% Strongly 

Disagreed 

Thinking about your child ’s SEND targets, which of the following apply?...  

- I know what my child's targets are—88%  

- My child has appropriate targets—88%  

- The targets are reviewed regularly—75%  

I have an opportunity to discuss my child's targets—75%  

I am clear about the school's policy and processes for supporting children with SEND—  43% Strongly agreed / 43% Agreed / 14% Disagreed / 0% Strongly Disagree  

Initial school response … Policy and processes– All SEND policies, processes and information are available on our school website for viewing. If any parents/carers 
would like a physical copy, please ask at the Office. Targets are reviewed regularly / Opportunity to discuss my child's targets – As per guidance and in line with 
Sunderland SENDIASS recommendations, we review SEND Support Plans every term (three times per year) as a minimum and more regularly if required. Following 
these face-to-face meetings, SEND Support Plans are always sent to families for reference and review via the Arbor App. School is doing its best with the available 
resources - When targets are agreed in SEND Support Plan Review Meetings, we detail what resources will be required to best support your child within the plan 
(where appropriate) and how support will be delivered. Needless to say, as with all schools, it is becoming increasingly difficult to balance resources (and not always 
just funding) with the needs across education but we continue to strive to do our very best for the children we serve.  Thank you for your valuable feedback!  



Proud to be apart of...  

Important Information:  From time to time, due to unforeseen circumstances, the 
dates/events mentioned in the Fortnightly may have to be changed /cancelled. If a 
change/cancellation does occur, you will be notified as early as possible.      

Thank you in advance for your understanding.  

- Important Dates - 

Assemblies and Collective Worship – Parents Invited   

Class  Curriculum Celebration Assemblies  Celebration of the Word  

Reception  Tues 23 rd June 26   9.00am  Thurs 4 th June 26  3.00pm  
Year 1  Tues 16 th June 26   9.00am  Thurs 21 st May 25   3.00pm  
Year 2  Tues 31 st March 26  9.00am  Thurs 22 nd Jan 25   3.00pm  
Year 3  Tues 10 th March 26  9.00am  Thurs 13 th Nov 25   3.00pm  
Year 4  Tues 17 th Feb 26   9.00am  Thurs 18 th June 25   3.00pm  
Year 5  Tues 10 th Feb 26   9.00am  Thurs 27 th Nov 25   3.00pm  
Year 6  Tues 27 th Jan 26   9.00am  Thurs 6 th Nov 25   3.00pm  

Year 6 Leavers Assembly   Thursday 16 th July 2026   2.00pm  
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Date  Class  Event  

Monday 15 th December 2025. Reception. Christmas Crafts at 9am in the School Hall.  

Tuesday 16 th December 2025. Reception. Christmas Nativity at 9:30am in the School Hall.  

Tuesday 16 th December 2025. Year 5 & 6.  Carol Service at 4.30pm in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Wednesday 17 th December 2025. Year 1 & 2.  Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.  

Thursday 18 th December 2025. Year 3 & 4.  Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.  

Friday 19 th December 2025. Reception, Year 1 & 2.  Christmas Party 1:30 -3pm. 

Friday 19 th December 2025. KS2.  Christmas Party 9:30 -11am. 

Friday 19 th December 2025.  Whole School.  School breaks up for Christmas Holidays at 3.15pm.  
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Monday 5 th January 2026.  Whole School.  Inset Day. School closed to pupils on this day.  

Tuesday 6 th January 2026.  Whole School.  Back to School – 8:45am.  

Friday 9 th January 2026.  Year 3.  Educational Visit to Oriental Museum. 

Wednesday 14 th January 2026.  Year 1.  Parent Phonics Screening Check Meeting 5pm. 

Thursday 15 th January 2026.  Year 6.  SATs Parent Meeting 5pm . 

Thursday 15 th January 2026.  Year 4.  First Holy Communion Preparation. 

Friday 16 th January 2026.  Year 6.  Y6 Class Mass 10am in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Tuesday 20 th January 2026.  Year 3.  Reading Café from 9am in the School Hall.  

Wednesday 21 st January 2026.  Year 4.  Multiplication Check Parent Meeting 5pm. 

Thursday 22 nd January 2026.  Year 2.  Celebration of the Word led by Year 2 in the School Hall at 3pm. All are welcome to 
join us. 

Thursday 22 nd January  2026.  Whole School. National Handwriting Day . 

Tuesday 27 th January  2026.  Year 6.  Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.  

Friday 30 th January 2026.  Year 5.  Y5 Class Mass 10am in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Tuesday 3 rd February 2026.  Year 2.  Reading Café from 9am in the School Hall.  All are welcome to join us.  

Monday 9 th – Friday 13 th February 
2026.  

Whole School. Children’s Mental Health Week. 

Tuesday 10 th February 2026.  Whole School. Safer Internet Day.  

Tuesday 10 th February 2026.  Year 5.  Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.  

Thursday 12 th February 2026.  Year 4.  First Holy Communion Preparation. 

Friday 13 th February 2026.  Year 3.  Y3 Class Mass 10am in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Tuesday 17 th February 2026.  Year 3.  Educational Visit to OpenCast.  

Tuesday 17 th February 2026.  Year 4.  Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.  

Wednesday 18 th February 2026.  Whole School. Ash Wednesday. 

Friday 20 th February 2026.  Whole School.  School breaks up for half term holidays at 3.15pm.  

HALF TERM  

Monday 23 rd February – Friday 27 th February 2026   
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Monday 2 nd March 2026.  Whole School. Back to School – 8:45am. 

Tuesday 3 rd March 2026.  Year 1.  Reading Café from 9am in the School Hall.  All are welcome to join us.  

Thursday 5 th March 2026.  Whole School. World Book Day. Children are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book 
character. 

Friday 6 th March 2026.  Year 2.  Coffee Morning for Year 2’s class charity, Missio . 

Friday 6 th March 2026.  Year 4.  Y4 Class Mass 10am in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Monday 9 th – Friday 13 th March 2026.  Whole School. British Science Week. 

Tuesday 10 th March 2026.  Year 3.  Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.  

Wednesday 11 th March 2026.  Year 6.  Educational Visit to Safety Works.  

Tuesday 17 th March 2026.  Year 3.  Educational Visit to Shipley Art Gallery.  

Thursday 19 th March 2026.  Year 4.  First Holy Communion Preparation. 

Friday 20 th March 2026  St Cuthbert House (Red 
House). 

Feast of Saint Cuthbert. Children in St Cuthbert House (Red House) are invited to come 
to school wearing something Red. 

Friday 20 th March 2026.  Year 1 & 2.  Y1 & Y2 Class Mass 10am in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Wednesday 25 th March 2026.  St Margaret Clitherow 
House (Yellow House). 

Feast of Saint Margaret Clitherow. Children in St Margaret Clitherow House (Yellow 
House) are invited to come to school wearing something Yellow. 

Tuesday 31 st March 2026.  Year 2.  Curriculum Celebration Assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.  

Thursday 1 st April 2026.  Whole School. Reception Class Easter Egg Tombola.  

Thursday 2 nd April 2026.  Whole School.  School breaks up for Easter Holidays at 3.15pm.  

Friday 3 rd April 2026.  Whole School.  Good Friday. Bank Holiday, School closed to pupils on this day.  

Monday 20 th April 2026.  Whole School.  Back to School – 8:45am.  


