
   Statement to live by:  Simple things can make us happy.  

The Fortnightly!  
- Friday 28th November 2025 -  

 

‘Learning together in faith and love,  
we shine as children of God ’ 

Home - School links …  

Email:  Address:  Telephone:  Website:  Twitter:  

smi@smi.bwcet.com 
Durham Rd, Houghton le Spring, 

DH5 8NF  
0191584 0542  stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk  @St_MichaelsRC  

    Headteacher:  Mr. N.W.  Reeson 

Mini Vinnies …  Our Mini Vinnie's did us proud last 
Sunday at Mass. They read clearly and handed out the 
Advent bags, bookmarks and prayer cards. Some joined 
parishioners afterwards to sell the biscuits our Year 6 
children made to raise money for Significance, their chosen 
charity.   Faith in Action!  

Significance Foundation and YMT Visit … To support their chosen class charity, Significance, Year 
6 made biscuits and bookmarks to sell after school last Friday. The whole school also welcomed the 
Youth Ministry Team (YMT), who spoke to our pupils about the Significance Foundation and the 
important work they do. As it was Youth Sunday that weekend, Year 6 watched part of the Youth 
Sunday live stream and even received a special shout-out!       Well done 6!  

Upcoming Parental Consultations … We will be holding Parent Consultations during the week beginning 8th December. You will 
have already had an Arbor message detailing all of the dates/times and how to sign -up for these consultations. The meetings will be 
held in classrooms allowing you to see your child’s wonderful learning environment and their English, Maths, Science and RE books will 
be available to view either before or after your appointment. If you have any questions about the sign-up process, please speak to the 
Main Office.                                                        We ’re looking forward to seeing you there!   

SEND Autumn Review Meetings … Thank you to families who 
have been able to sign up for the SEND Autumn Review 
Meetings. These will take place during the week beginning 1st 
December.   

We look forward to being able to share 
with you all the progress made this term 
and to set new targets for Spring. If you 
have any questions about signing up, 
please let us know. Working together!  

Parish links with Year 2 Bingo … At St. Michael ’s, we are always 
looking for ways to strengthen our links with the Parish community. 
This week, Year 2 hosted a special event: Bingo with Parishioners 
and Families. It was wonderful to see so many people join us, and 
there was plenty of fun and laughter for everyone!  

 

   Thank you for all of your support!  

New school Bibles … From September 2026, the Diocese plans to launch a new Religious Education 
curriculum based on the updated Religious Education Directory. A key focus of this curriculum is enabling 
children to access the Bible and engage with scripture through reading and listening. To ensure consistency, 
the English Standard Version (ESV) will be used. Our school has invested in copies of this Bible for both 
children and staff, and we are already incorporating them into our lessons. Reading the Word of God!  

Reception September 2026… Do you, your family or friends have 

a child ready to start Reception in September 2025? Why not join 

our wonderful, happy school and become a part of the St 

Michael’s family! You can apply from 29th September 2025 

until 15th January 2026  through the Sunderland Council Portal 

(click here). If you require any more details, advice or support, 

please contact the school office who will be happy to help.  

      Thank you!  

mailto:smi@smi.bwcet.com
https://www.stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/St_MichaelsRC/status/1535233887621812224
https://emsonline.sunderland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en


Whole School Trip to the Cinema … Unfortunately, our annual trip to the 
pantomime will not be going ahead this year as the venue has decided not to 
host a performance. However, we are excited to share that, as an alternative, 
we have arranged a cinema visit for the children on Wednesday 10th 
December. 

Please see the letter already sent out via Arbor for 
further details. We kindly ask that you complete the 
Form within the letter and make 
payment by Monday 8th December.  
                            
The cost of the trip will be £10 per 
child and can be paid on Arbor via 
Activities > Trips > Christmas 
Cinema Visit.                       

   Exciting!   

Online Safety …  

Appropriate 
outdoor wear … 
As the cold 
weather sets in, 
we kindly ask 
that children 
come to school 
wearing appropriate outdoor clothing to keep warm 
and comfortable.  

 

 

Thank you 
for your 
cooperation!  



Advent 2025… This weekend marks the start of Advent, a special time in the Christian calendar when 
we prepare our hearts and minds for the celebration of Christmas. Advent is a season of hope, peace, 
joy, and love—a time to pause and reflect amidst the busyness of life. Over the coming weeks, we will 
be sharing opportunities for our school community to come together in prayer, reflection, and acts of 
kindness as we journey towards Christmas. Let us embrace this season as a chance to look forward 

with hope and to spread light to those around us.   Maranatha!  



Proud to be apart of...  

Important Information:  From time to time, due to unforeseen circumstances, the 
dates/events mentioned in the Fortnightly may have to be changed /cancelled. If a 
change/cancellation does occur, you will be notified as early as possible.      

Thank you in advance for your understanding.  

- Important Dates - 

Assemblies and Collective Worship – Parents Invited   

Class  Curriculum Celebration Assemblies  Celebration of the Word  

Reception  Tues 23 rd June 26   9.00am  Thurs 4 th June 26  3.00pm  
Year 1  Tues 16 th June 26   9.00am  Thurs 21 st May 25   3.00pm  
Year 2  Tues 31 st March 26  9.00am  Thurs 22 nd Jan 25   3.00pm  
Year 3  Tues 10 th March 26  9.00am  Thurs 13 th Nov 25   3.00pm  
Year 4  Tues 17 th Feb 26   9.00am  Thurs 18 th June 25   3.00pm  
Year 5  Tues 10 th Feb 26   9.00am  Thurs 27 th Nov 25   3.00pm  
Year 6  Tues 27 th Jan 26   9.00am  Thurs 6 th Nov 25   3.00pm  

Year 6 Leavers Assembly   Thursday 16 th July 2026   2.00pm  
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Date  Class  Event  

Thursday 6 th November 2025.  Year 6.  Celebration of the Word led by Year 6. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.  

Thurs 6 th – Tue 11 th November 2025.  Whole School. Scholastic Book Fair Arrives (held in Mr Reeson ’s Office) Leaves on Tues 11th November.  

Friday 7th November 2025.  Year 5.  School Nurse in school for Puberty talk.  

Friday 7th November 2025.  Year 2.  Parish Class Mass at St. Michael ’s Catholic Church. All are welcome.  

Monday 10 th – Fri 14 th November 2025. Whole School. Anti-Bullying week. 

Monday 10 th November 2025. Whole School. Odd Socks Day. Children are invited to come to School wearing odd socks to commence 

anti-bullying week. 

Tuesday 11 th November 2025. Whole School. Remembrance Day. We will have a minute's silence in School at 11am.  

Wednesday 12th November 2025.  Year 1.  Educational Visit to Beamish.  

Thursday 13 th November 2025.  Year 4.  First Holy Communion meeting.  

Thursday 13 th November 2025.  Year 3.  Celebration of the Word led by Year 3. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.  

Friday 14 th November 2025. Whole School.  Flu Vaccinations.  

Friday 14 th November 2025. Whole School. Children In Need. Children are invited to come to School wearing Pudsey merchandise 

and/or spotty clothing. 

Monday 17th November 2025.  St. Hilda House Children.  Feast day of St. Hilda. All children who are in the St. Hilda House can wear something 

green to school.  

Tuesday 18th November 2025.  Year 5.  Year 5 Sports Leadership Festival.  

Thursday 27 th November 2025 Year 5.  Celebration of the Word led by Year 5. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.  

Friday 28th November 2025.  Year 3.  Parish Class Mass at St. Michael ’s Catholic Church. All are welcome.  

Monday 8 th & Tuesday 9 th December 

2025.  

Whole School. Parents Consultations. Appointments available to book on Arbor from Monday 24 th 

November 2025. 

Monday 8th December 2025.  Year 6.  Heights and Weights Check.  

Tuesday 9th December 2025.  Year 5.  Dodgeball Festival.  

Wednesday 10th December 2025.  Whole School. Christmas Cinema Visit.  

Thursday 11 th December 2025. Whole School. Christmas Lunch / Jumper Day. Children are invited to come to school wearing their 

Christmas jumper instead of their school jumper. 

Friday 12 th December 2025. Year 1 – Year 6.  Christmas Mass at 10am in St Michael ’s Church. Year 4 to lead. All are welcome.  

Monday 15 th December 2025. Reception. Christmas Crafts at 9am in the School Hall.  

Tuesday 16 th December 2025. Reception. Christmas Nativity at 9:30am in the School Hall.  

Tuesday 16 th December 2025. Year 5 & 6.  Carol Service at 4.30pm in St Michael ’s Church. All are welcome to join us.  

Wednesday 17 th December 2025. Year 1 & 2.  Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.  

Thursday 18 th December 2025. Year 3 & 4.  Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.  

Friday 19 th December 2025. Reception, Year 1 & 2.  Christmas Party 1:30 -3pm. 

Friday 19 th December 2025. KS2.  Christmas Party 9:30 -11am. 

Friday 19 th December 2025.  Whole School.  School breaks up for Christmas Holidays at 3.15pm.  

Monday 5 th January 2026.  Whole School.  Inset Day. School closed to pupils on this day.  

Tuesday 6 th January 2026.  Whole School.  Back to School – 8:45am.  

Fortnightly attendance … Here are our class attendance 
figures for the last two weeks...    

 

 

Well done to Year 6!  

Class …  
Attendance 

figure...  
Class …  

Attendance 

figure...  

Reception  93%  Year 3  98%  

Year 1  96%  Year 4  97%  

Year 2  97%  Year 5  97%  

 Year 6  99%   

Design Technology Week … As part of our 
broad and balanced curriculum, last week the 
whole school enjoyed Design Technology 
Week! Pupils were challenged to design and 
make an item based on product and 
consumer research. They explored ideas, 
created prototypes, and developed final 
products. Each finished piece then underwent 
rigorous testing to ensure quality and 
functionality.  

Designers and engineers in the making!   


