The Fortnightly!

- Friday 28th November 2025 -

‘Learning together in faith and love,

we shine as children of God’ Eenhislic Felmary:Sehoni

Statement to live by: Simple things can make us happy.

Upcoming Parental Consultations.. We will be holding Parent Consultations during the week beginning 8th December. You will
have already had an Arbor message detailing all of the dates/times and how to sign-up for these consultations. The meetings will be
held in classrooms allowing you to see your child’s wonderful learning environment and their English, Maths, Science and RE books will
be available to view either before or after your appointment. If you have any questions about the sign-up process, please speak to the
Main Office. We’re looking forward to seeing you there!

SEND Autumn Review Meetings.. Thank you to families who |§ Reception September 2026... Do you, your family or friends have
have been able to sign up for the SEND Autumn Review

Meetings. These will take place during the week beginning 1st
December.

a child ready to start Reception in September 2025? Why not join
our wonderful, happy school and become a part of the St

Michael’s family! You can apply from 29th September 2025

We look forward to being able to .share AT until 15th January 2026 through the Sunderland Council Portal
with you all the progress made this term M”ch”d[en. -

and to set new targets for Spring. If you  djsleaiz #autism perieae fiemiior..
have any questions about signing up, ""-DHDIndUSIDn}LG” please contact the school office who will be happy to help.
please let us know. Working together! ADHD specil needs 222 Thank you!

e (click here). If you require any more details, advice or support,

Mini Vinnies.. Our Mini Vinnie's did us proud last
Sunday at Mass. They read clearly and handed out the
Advent bags, bookmarks and prayer cards. Some joined &
parishioners afterwards to sell the biscuits our Year 6
children made to raise money for Significance, their chosen &
charity. Faith in Action! '

Significance Foundation and YMT Visit.. To support their chosen class charity, Significance, Year
6 made biscuits and bookmarks to sell after school last Friday. The whole school also welcomed the
§ Youth Ministry Team (YMT), who spoke to our pupils about the Significance Foundation and the
important work they do. As it was Youth Sunday that weekend, Year 6 watched part of the Youth
Sunday live stream and even received a special shout-out! Well done 6!
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New school Bibles... From September 2026, the Diocese plans to launch a new Religious Education
curriculum based on the updated Religious Education Directory. A key focus of this curriculum is enabling
children to access the Bible and engage with scripture through reading and listening. To ensure consistency,
the English Standard Version (ESV) will be used. Our school has invested in copies of this Bible for both
children and staff, and we are already incorporating them into our lessons. Reading the Word of God!

Parish links with Year 2 Bingo... At St. Michael’s, we are always
' looking for ways to strengthen our links with the Parish community.
This week, Year 2 hosted a special event: Bingo with Parishioners

) and Families. It was wonderful to see so many people join us, and
there was plenty of fun and laughter for everyone!

Thank you for all of your support!

Home - School links...

Email: Address: Telephone: Website: Twitter:

Durham Rd, Houghton le Spring,

DH5 SNF 0191584 0542 stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk @St MichaelsRC

smi@smi.bwcet.com

Headteacher: Mr. N.W. Reeson


mailto:smi@smi.bwcet.com
https://www.stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/St_MichaelsRC/status/1535233887621812224
https://emsonline.sunderland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en

Online Safety...

4 ~u\Nhat Parents'& EducatorsiNeed|tolknow about

SNAP STREAK
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Dﬁvg Snapchat is a messaging app which allows users to send images, videos and texts to
others. Its best-known feature is that anything sent ‘disappears’ 24 hours after it’s been
viewed; however, users are known to take screenshots or use another device to obtain a
photo of their screen. In 2023, Snapchat added a chatbot function called ‘My Al'". : “'

WHAT ARE |
THE RISKS? ™ \ |

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

My Alis Snapchat’s new chatbot, which replies to
questions in a human-like manner. However, the
software is still in its infancy and has significant
drawbacks, such as biased, incorrect or misleading
responses. There have already been numerous reports
of young users turning to Al for medical help and
diagnoses, which could be inaccurate and therefore
potentially dangerous.
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PREDATORS AND SCAMS .

yv

Predators can exploit Snapchat’s disappearing
messages by, for example, telling a user they have
naked photos of them and will post them unless
they're paid. Snapchat’s own research found that 65%
of teenagers had experienced this - on this app or
others. This likely isn’t helped by ‘SnapMaps’ - a
feature which highlights your exact position in
real-time. This is meant to help friends keep track of
each other, but could be used for more sinister
reasons.

MY EYES ONLY

Snapchat has a hidden photo vault called

‘My Eyes Only’. Teens can conceal sensitive photos
and videos from parents and carers in this folder,
which is protected by a PIN. You can check for this by
clicking on the icon which looks like two playing cards.
This takes you to the ‘Memories’ folder which stores
photos, stories and the My Eyes Only folder.

TILISE PARENTAL CONTROLS

SCREEN TIME ADDICTION 5§

Snapchat prioritises user engagement, with features
like streaks (messaging the same person every day to
build up a high score). The app also has sections
called ‘Discover’ and ‘Spotlight’, which show tailored
content to each user. However, this could also be seen
as an attempt to hook users into watching videos
endlessly. Furthermore, constant notifications can lure
people into using the app.

L
INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT —'

Some content on Snapchat simply isn‘t suitable l
for children. The hashtags used to group content

are determined by the poster, so even an innocent

search term could still yield age-inappropriate resulits.
The app’s ‘disappearing messages’ feature also

makes it easy for young people to share explicit

images on impulse - so sexting continues to be arisk
associated with Snapchat.
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Although many of Snapchat's filters are designed

to entertain or amuse, the ‘beautify’ effects on

photos can set unrealistic body image expectutions =
creating feelings of inadequacy in younger users.
snapchat now also has ‘priority’ notifications (which

still get displayed even if a device is in ‘do not disturb’
mode), increasing the pressure on users to log back in j
and interact.

")
Snapchat’s ‘Family Centre’ lets you view the details of the child’s account -* - Before you allow a child to download Snapchat, download it yourself
their friends list and who they’ve spoken to in the last week — and report any and familiarise yourself with the app. Snapchat has produced a
concerns. You must invite a child to the Family Centre for them to join. To keep the . parents’ guide to the app to help you understa ow it works and
child’s location hidden on the app, go into settings and turn on ‘Ghost Mode’ and 5 any protections they have in place. A link for this can be found in the
‘Hide Live Location’, and ensure they know not to share their location with anyone. sources below.
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BLOCK AND REPORT , v ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

If a stranger does connect with a child on Snapchat and begins to make Snapchat’s risks can be easier to handle if you nurture an open dialogue.

them feel uncomfortable through bullying, pressure to send explicit For example, discuss My Al’s responses to questions and how reliable they are.
images or by sending sexual images to them, the child can tap the three dots Talk about scams and blackmail before letting children sign up. If they're lured into
on that person’s profile and report or block them. There are options to state why ascam, encourage them to tell you immediately. Talk openly and non-judgementally
they're reporting that user — such as annoying or malicious messages, spam or about sexting, emphasising its inherent risks. Furthermore, explain how popular
masquerading as someone else. ‘challenges’ on the platform can have harmful consequences.

Whole School Trip to the Cinema... Unfortunately, our annual trip to the
pantomime will not be going ahead this year as the venue has decided not to
host a performance. However, we are excited to share that, as an alternative,
we have arranged a cinema visit for the children on Wednesday 10th
December.

Please see the letter already sent out via Arbor for
fd further details. We kindly ask that you complete the
i Form within the letter and make

payment by Monday 8th December.

JIM CARREY

The cost of the trip will be £10 per
child and can be paid on Arbor via
Activities > Trips > Christmas

Exciting!

Appropriate

outdoor wear...

As the cold

weather sets in,

we kindly ask

that children

come to school

wearing appropriate outdoor clothing to keep warm
and comfortable.

: Thank you
for your
bl cooperatton.'




Advent 2025... This weekend marks the start of Advent, a special time in the Christian calendar when
we prepare our hearts and minds for the celebration of Christmas. Advent is a season of hope, peace,
joy, and love—a time to pause and reflect amidst the busyness of life. Over the coming weeks, we will
be sharing opportunities for our school community to come together in prayer, reflection, and acts of
kindness as we journey towards Christmas. Let us embrace this season as a chance to look forward
with hope and to spread light to those around us. Maranatha!
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Catholic Primary School

" ALL FAMILIES

IN YEAR SCHOOL
PLACES
AVAILABLE Why not book

a visit to see
our school?

¢ All Families Welcome

» Before & After School Care @ 0191 5840542

e Wide Va riety of Extra to arrange a visit scan the QR
Curricular Activities POCS fo VIRt Our watene

Proud to be part of
St Michael's Catholic Primary School X 2
Durham Road, Houghton-le-Spring, DH5 8NF 2.3 Bishop Wilkinson

info@smi.bwcet.com '&am Education Trust




Fortnightly attendance... Here are our class attendance
figures for the last two weeks...

A A
Class.. ttendance Class... ttendance

figure... figure...

Reception 3% Year 3 8% § created prototypes, and developed final
: 4 products. Each finished piece then underwent
Year 1 Year 4 7% p %z rigorous testing to ensure quality and

Year 2 7% Year 5 7%

Year 6 29%

Well done to Year 6!
Our School Target

%+

- Important Dates -

Date Class Event

Thursday 6™ November 2025. Year 6. Celebration of the Word led by Year 6. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.
Thurs 6 — Tue 11 November 2025. Whole School. Scholastic Book Fair Arrives (held in Mr Reeson’s Office) Leaves on Tues 11th November.
Friday 7th November 2025. Year 5. School Nurse in school for Puberty talk.

Friday 7th November 2025. Year 2. Parish Class Mass at St. Michael’s Catholic Church. All are welcome.

Monday 10t — Fri 14" November 2025. Whole School. Anti-Bullying week.

Monday 10" November 2025. Whole School. Odd Socks Day. Children are invited to come to School wearing odd socks to commence

anti-bullying week.

Tuesday 11" November 2025. Whole School. Remembrance Day. We will have a minute’s silence in School at 11am.

Wednesday 12th November 2025. Year 1. Educational Visit to Beamish.

Thursday 13" November 2025. Year 4. First Holy Communion meeting.

Thursday 13" November 2025. Year 3. Celebration of the Word led by Year 3. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.
Friday 14" November 2025. Whole School. Flu Vaccinations.

Friday 14" November 2025. Whole School. Children In Need. Children are invited to come to School wearing Pudsey merchandise

and/or spotty clothing.

Monday 17th November 2025. St. Hilda House Children. Feast day of St. Hilda. All children who are in the St. Hilda House can wear something
green to school.

Tuesday 18th November 2025. Year 5. Year 5 Sports Leadership Festival.

Thursday 27 November 2025 Year 5. Celebration of the Word led by Year 5. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.
Friday 28th November 2025. Year 3. Parish Class Mass at St. Michael’s Catholic Church. All are welcome.

Monday 8" & Tuesday A" December Whole School. Parents Consultations. Appointments available to book on Arbor from Monday 24t
November 2025.

nber 2025 Ye {eights and Weights Check

Festival

ay 1 r 2025 Whole School Christmas Cinema Visit

Thursday 1

1t December 2025. Whole School. Christmas Lunch / Jumper Day. Children are invited to come to school wearing their
Christmas jumper instead of their school jumper.

Friday 12" December 2025. Year 1 — Year 6. Christmas Mass at 10am in St Michael’s Church. Year 4 to lead. All are welcome.
Monday 15" December 2025. Reception. Christmas Crafts at 9am in the School Hall.

Tuesday 16t December 2025. Reception. Christmas Nativity at 9:30am in the School Hall.

Tuesday 16" December 2025. Year 5 & 6. Carol Service at 4.30pm in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
Wednesday 17t December 2025. Year 1 & 2. Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Thursday 18 December 2025. Year 3 & 4. Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Friday 19" December 2025. Reception, Year 1 & 2. Christmas Party 1:30-3pm.

Friday 19" December 2025. KS2. Christmas Party 9:30-11am.

Friday 19* December 2025. Whole School. School breaks up for Christmas Holidays at 3.15pm.

Monday 5* January 2026. Whole School. Inset Day. School closed to pupils on this day.

Tuesday 6t January 2026. Whole School. Back to School — 8:45am.

Assemblies and Collective Worship — Parents Invited

Class Curriculum Celebration Assemblies Celebration of the Word
Reception Tues 23+ June 26 9.00am Thurs 4+ June 26 3.00pm
Year 1 Tues 16+ June 26 9.00am Thurs 21+ May 25 3.00pm
Year 2 Tues 31« March 26 9.00am Thurs 22« Jan 25 3.00pm
Year 3 Tues 10+ March 26 9.00am Thurs 13+«Nov 25 3.00pm
Year 4 Tues 17+ Feb 26 9.00am Thurs 18« June 25 3.00pm
Year 5 Tues 10+ Feb 26 9.00am Thurs 27+ Nov 25 3.00pm
Year 6 Tues 27+ Jan 26 9.00am Thurs 6n Nov 25 3.00pm

Year 6 Leavers Assembly | Thursday 16+ July 2026 | 2.00pm

Proud\to Ee apart of...
Important Information: From time to time, due to unforeseen circumstances, the ~£3~R- 1y - Wilki
dates/events mentioned in the Fortnightly may have to be changed /cancelled. If a iz BlShOp llklnson
change/cancellation does occur, you will be notified as early as possible. swmy Catholic EqUCGtIOﬂ Trust
Thank you in advance for your understanding. 11 Through Christ, in Partnership




