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‘Learning together in faith and love,

we shine as children of God’ Eenhislic Felmary:Sehoni

Statement to live by: | try to be just and fair.

End of half term... A huge thank you for your continued support and encouragement over the past eight weeks. It has been a great
start to the new academic year with lots of exciting opportunities and learning happening across school.
Your children have worked so hard and have truly ‘shone as children of God’. Thanks also goes to our
wonderful staff, as always, for the hard work, dedication and commitment they show each and every
day. From all the staff and Governors at St. Michael’s, we wish you a wonderful half term break.
School reopens on Monday 3rd November at 8.35am. Have a great break!

Vocations!.. We were delighted to have Fr. Marc working with Year 6 this week.
He spoke to the children about his role as a priest, sharing insights into his daily life
across his parishes and the deep commitment he has to serving others. His visit
helped us all gain a greater understanding of the vocation of priesthood and the
values of compassion, dedication, and community that guide his work. We are
grateful for the time he spent with us and the thoughtful conversations he inspired.

Great job Year 6!

Reception September 2026.. Do you, your family or friends have a child ready to start Reception in September 2025? Why not join
our wonderful, happy school and become a part of the St Michael’s family! You can apply from 29th September 2025 until 15th
January 2026 through the Sunderland Council Portal (click here). If you require any more details, advice or support, please contact
the school office who will be happy to help. Thank you!

| Reception Curriculum || Catholic Life and Mission... Last week, we had a special
Enrichment.. A few visit from Steve, a volunteer for CAFOD. He came into
weeks ago, Reception school to talk to us about the important role CAFOD plays
| visited Gibside to around the world.

enhance their learning
on seasonal changes.
The children enjoyed
making Autumn crowns,
houses for hibernating
"\ animals and they
finished their day off by
spotting different signs
of Autumn.

We were all truly inspired by CAFOD’s work and proudly

W T i shared with him the
amazing efforts of our
CAFOD Club over the
past few weeks,
including the food
we've collected for the
Foodbank.

Charitable works!

Learning outside the
classroom!

Reception Settling In meetings... Thank you to all of our Reception families who were able to attend our Settling In meetings last
week. It was wonderful being able to talk about how your children have settled into school life and to share all of the successes so far
this academic year and some of their next steps. If you were not able to attend, please speak to Mrs. Bajrami who will be happy to
pencil in a meeting. School-Home partnership!

Red Sky Foundation.. Thank you for all your||Year 2 Road Safety.. This week, Year 2 began =z
generous donations during our recent Wear | |their Road Safety lessons in school. This term-long | .
Something Red Day. We raised £124! Year 4, who | | course will teach children both the theory and L
organised this day, would like to thank you for your | | practical skills needed to stay safe near roads. &

generosity and for supporting this wonderful cause! Through engaging activities and hands-on learning, "<
i > e 7 pupils will develop a strong understanding of how to ;
navigate roads safely and responsibly.

Staying safe out and about!

Home - School links...

Email: Address: Telephone: Website: Twitter:

Durham Rd, Houghton le Spring,

smi@smi.bwcet.com DHS 8NE

0191584 0542 stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk @St MichaelsRC

Headteacher: Mr. N.W. Reeson


mailto:smi@smi.bwcet.com
https://www.stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/St_MichaelsRC/status/1535233887621812224
https://emsonline.sunderland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en

Fire safety in readiness for Bonfire Night..
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y BONFIRE NIGHT
AWARENESS

Bonfire Night is exciting, but it comes with
several inherent risks. Educate children about
the dangers o
them that only adults should handle fireworks
and that bonfires should never be approached.
Keep children at a safe distance (at least five
metres away) from bonfires and explain why
supervision is crucial during these events.
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SUPERVISE £
FIREWORK USE

Fireworks should only be handled by responsible
adults who are following UK laws and guidelines.
Make sure to buy fireworks that meet British
Standards and adhere to all instructions that
come with them. Keep children a suitable
distance from any firework activity and
designate an adult to supervise the event.
Ensure no one goes near fireworks after they've
been lit.
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3 SPARKLER SAFETY

sparklers are often captivating for little ones, but
they can burn at extremely high temperatures —
over1,000 °C! Only allow children over the age of
five to use sparklers, and make sure they wear
gloves. Teach them to hold sparklers at arm's
length and never wave them near others. Once a
sparkler has burned out, extinguish it fully in a
bucket of water - which you should prepare
beforehand and always keep nearby.
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If possible, families should attend an
organised fireworks display rather than holding
one at home. These tend to be far safer as
they're run by professionals adhering to strict
safety regulations. Organised displays also
provide a controlled environment where
children can enjoy the event from a safe
distance, reducing the risk of accidents.

KEEP FIREWORKS

S AWAY FROM THE HOME

If you are hosting your own fireworks. {
display, set them off well away from \
homes, sheds or fences to avoid starting
accidental fires. Choose a wide-open space
with no flammable materials nearby and keep
ameans of putting out fires to hand in case of
emergency - such as a bucket of water, a hose
or a fire extinguisher. Afterwards, ensure that all
fireworks are fully extinguished and never
attempt to relight one if it doesn't go off.

o

10 Top Tips forParents anﬂ’Educators

TEACHING CHILDRENFIRE SAFET\Y\ '

Fire safety is especially important around Bonfire Night, as fireworks, bonfires and sparklers add extra risks for families and young
children. Every year in the UK, thousands of accidents occur due to improper handling of fireworks and neglecting fire safety
measures. This guide offers practical tips for keeping children safe when handling everything from fireworks to space heaters.

|\\“\

works and open flames. Teach .
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6 BONFIRE SAFETY

If you're building a bonfire, place it well

away from trees, buildings, fences or anything
else flammable. Make sure it's structurally
sound and not at risk of collapsing. Only burn
natural materials like wood and leaves, avoiding
petrol or other accelerants. Children should be
kept far away from the bonfire, and it should
always be supervised by adults. Be sure to fully
extinguish the bonfire before you leave it.
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“STOP, DROP @

AND ROLL”

Ensure that children know what to do if their
clothing catches fire. Teach them the simple

‘stop, drop and roll” technique, which can
quickly extinguish flames. Practice this with
them before events like Bonfire Night, so they
feel confident if the need to use it arises. It can
also be helpful to keep another means of putting
out these kinds of fires on standby, just in case.
An extinguisher or flame-retardant blanket are
both sound choices.
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g SECURE CANDLES
AND OPEN FLAMES

Beyond Bonfire Night, everyday fire safety is also
crucial. Candles can be a commeon fire hazard,

*, especially in homes with young children. Teach
children not to touch any open flames, and
ensure candles are placed in sturdy holders
away from combustible materials. Never leave
candles, incense burners or other such items
unattended, and always extinguish them fully
before leaving a room or going to bed.
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o EDUCATE ABOUT
FIREWORKS HAZARDS

Make sure children understand the

dangers of playing with fire or fireworks,

and how to handle such things responsibly.
Emphasise that fireworks are not toys and can
cause serious injuries when improperly used.
Demonstrate the importance of treating fire
with respect and the consequences of misuse,
which can help temper any curiosity and any
resultant dangerous behaviour.
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10 FIRST AID FOR BURNS

Even if you have the best possible precautions |
in place, accidents can still happen. Keep a
first aid kit on hand. Ensure you know how to
apply basic first aid to burns, so you can

§ teach children those techniques too. If someone
suffers a burn, run it under cool water for 20-30
minutes. Never use creams or ointments, as
these retain heat and can cause further damage.
Instead, seek medical help if the burn is serious.

. Catholic Life and Mission.. CAFOD Club spent their time
b after school last week carrying out a litter pick in our local

" community. We found litter on our school grounds, outside St.

Michael’s Church and on the playing field. Well done for

!ll making a difference!

Great work CAFOD Club!

Fa.ml.lg Voice Surveg Feast of St. Michael
Mass and Jubl.lee Picnic Event...

100% o [f amilies felt welcome at these events.
93% of families felt proud to be part of the St. Michael’s

a
There were too many wonder u[L/comments to mention here
but they suggested these events were a resounding success!

Thank you for your valued feedback!

Fortnightly attendance... Here are our class attendance
figures for the last two weeks...

donations  during  todays

Attendance
figure...

Attend
Class... endance Class...

figure...

Reception 9%4% Year 3 8%

very worthwhile cause!

MacMillan.. Thank you for all your generous
MacMillan
Morning. We have raised a tremendous £184 so

far (more donations are coming in). Your CANCER SUPPORT

generosity will go a long way in supporting this

Coffee

MACMILLAN

Thank yout RIGHT THERE WITH YOU

Year 1 5% Year 4 8%

Year 2 8% Year 5 9%

Year 6 8%

Well done to Year 5!

Fundraising.. Thank you to all our families who
showed their support this week during our CAFOD
Club and Knitting and
Crocheting Club fundraising
‘ event! We raised a wonderful
' £130!

’ ! Thank you for your

Reading Café... Thank you to the Year 6 families who were able to join us for the class
Reading Café. It was wonderful seeing so many in school and sharing reading skills with
their children. Once again, the positive feedback we received was incredible and we look
forward to welcoming all families in for this event over the coming academic year!

Thank you for all of your support and encouragement with reading at home!




Local upcoming events...

SUNDERLAND‘S BIGGEST FIREWORKS EVENT IS BACK ON BONFIRE NIGHT!
Join Red Sky Foundation for a spectacular display at Ashbrooke Sports Club on Wednesday 5th November raising vital
funds to support cardiac care to help little hearts and their families.
Funfair rides
Live entertainment & DJ Sets
Streetfood vendors
And of course a HUGE firework display at 8pm!

Choose between 2 ticket types:

General Admission ticket holders get access to the full outdoor area where you'll find the fairground rides, food and drink
vendors, watch the entertainment and of course see the breathtaking fireworks display.

VIP ticket holders get exclusive use of Ashbrooke Sports Clubhouse. They”ll receive a free drink, hot buffet to tuck into,
access to all other indoor facilities & outdoor area. VIPs can use the bar as a hub to enjoy the fairground and the Red Sky
Foundation entertainment outside on the field, or hibernate indoors if the weather isn’t what you’d hoped for

Date: Wednesday 5 November 2025 4:00 PM - 9:30 PM

More information / to book: https://redskyfoundation.com/event/red-skys-fireworks-extravaganza-at-ashbrooke-sports-club

Further information:

Join us for some festive fun at The Bridges Shopping Centre on Sunday 30th No-
vember 2025 for a unique 1Km indoor family fun run to fundraise for Rudolf’s

Sunday 30" November, 8am favourite charity Red Sky Foundation.
The Br)i{dges Shopping éentre Children’s entry (12 and under) to the event costs £7 which includes a FREE rein-

deer nose and FREE antlers, plus a fantastic reindeer medal and FREE entry to
meet Santa The Bridges Grotto from 11am.

And for all you adults young at heart.. you can join the fun too. Enter the run for
N lo ARt o ttolnal-0 £8.50 and get your hoofs on a reindeer nose and antlers, whilst knowing your
festive fun at our donation will help us raise as much money as possible for charity.

1km indoor family
fun run to
fundraise for So what are you waiting for? Take a dash, dance or prance around the Bridges
y Rudolf's favourite [RESGEUES
charity- Red Sky
Foundation.

(Any child 5 or under must be accompanied by a paying adult on the course)

EVENT DETAILS
8 am — 8:30 am Registration (Please line up at the Brougham Street Entrance to
the Bridges, where the toilets are in the shopping centre).

> 8:30 am Warm up and Reindeer Dash Introduction
R\ED 8:45 am Race to Start
SKY 9:15 am Medal Ceremony with Magical Christmas Characters and Santa himself!

FOUNDATION > RED 10:00 am Event to close**
)

SKY More information / to book: https://redskufoundation.com/event/reindeer-dash-
Svia § 2025/

FOUNDATION

Secondary School Applications... If your child is currently in Year 6, you will need to apply for a secondary school for September 2026. Please
see details below...

®  Application period - 8th September 2025 until 31st October 2025

®  If your application is received after 31st October 2025, it will reduce your chance of being offered your preferred

school Apply for your
secondary school

®  Apply online (click here) and you will receive an email confirmation, once your application has been received place

®  National Offer Day - 2nd March 2026

}
T ’ 5 A ’J
If you apply online, you will receive an email confirmation about your child’s school place sooner than if you apply by | ‘
paper application form. Please don’t forget to make your application!



https://redskyfoundation.com/event/red-skys-fireworks-extravaganza-at-ashbrooke-sports-club/
https://emsonline.sunderland.gov.uk/CitizenPortal/en
https://redskyfoundation.com/event/reindeer-dash-2025/
https://redskyfoundation.com/event/reindeer-dash-2025/

Family Voice Survey- Settling In... Over the last few weeks, we have asked our ‘new to St. Michael’s families’ to complete a Settling In survey. Thank
you to everyone who completed this and I am sure you would agree these are a wonderful set of results and comments...
100% of children have settled well into school life!
94% of families can find the information that they need on the schools website.

More from the free text sections...
What does your child like most about the school?
Children particularly enjoy the social interactions during playtime and lunch. Many expressed enthusiasm for learning, especially phonics and
numbers. The overall experience is overwhelmingly positive, with children skipping into school with excitement and appreciation for their teachers and
friends. Some responses focussed on the children’s sense of safety at school, which is a significant aspect of their overall experience.
How has the school supported you and your child to make a positive start to school?
Parents praised the school’s structured routine and the warm, welcoming nature of the teachers, which has greatly comforted their children. The Arbor
app was specifically mentioned as an effective tool for managing school life. Parents noted that the school provided excellent communication, which
reassured them about their child’s adjustment. The special support measures for children, such as friendships with older peers and personal touches during
after-school activities, were particularly appreciated. All parents reported their children are happy and have made friends, indicating a successful settling-
in process. Some parents acknowledged the significance of the curriculum evenings held by the school. They valued these sessions for providing essential
information and insights into their child’s learning and development, indicating an open line of communication from the school.
If there is anything else that we could have done to support your child’s transition to school, please add a comment.
Parents expressed an overwhelmingly positive experience regarding their child’s transition to school. Several parents appreciated the support from teachers
and the informative nature of the transition process, highlighting a sense of pride in their children’s experiences at St Michael’s. However, some parents
requested improvements such as having parents present during the initial visit and suggested more opportunities to share their child’s activities to better
engage with their progress.

#Home-School Partnership

- Important Dates -

Date Class Event

Monday 3¢ November 2025. Whole School. Back to School — 8:45am.

Tuesday 4" November 2025. Year 4. Reading Café from Qam in the School Hall.

Tuesday 4™ November 2025. Year 2. Road Safety Course.

Tuesday 4™ November 2025. Whole School. Water Safety Assembly.

Thursday 6™ November 2025. Year 6. Celebration of the Word led by Year 6. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.
Thurs 6™ — Tue 11t November 2025. Whole School. Scholastic Book Fair Arrives (held in Mr Reeson’s Office) Leaves on Tues 11th November.
Friday 7th November 2025. Year 5. School Nurse in school for Puberty talk.

Monday 10" — Fri 14* November 2025. Whole School. Anti-Bullying week.

Monday 10" November 2025.

Whole School.

Odd Socks Day. Children are invited to come to School wearing odd socks to commence
anti-bullying week.

Tuesday 11t™ November 2025.

Whole School.

Remembrance Day. We will have a minute's silence in School at 11am.

Wednesday 12th November 2025.

Year 1.

Educational Visit to Beamish.

Thursday 13® November 2025.

Year 4.

First Holy Communion meeting.

Thursday 13® November 2025.

Year 3.

Celebration of the Word led by Year 3. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.

Friday 14" November 2025.

Whole School.

Flu Vaccinations.

Friday 14" November 2025.

Whole School.

Children In Need. Children are invited to come to School wearing Pudsey merchandise
and/or spotty clothing.

Monday 17th November 2025.

St. Hilda House Children.

Feast day of St. Hilda. All children who are in the St. Hilda House can wear something

green to school.

Year 5 Sports Leadership Festival.

Celebration of the Word led by Year 5. All are welcome to join us in the Hall at 3pm.
Friday 28th November 2025. Year 3. Parish Class Mass at St. Michael’s Catholic Church. All are welcome.

Monday 8" & Tuesday 9 December Whole School. Parents Consultations. Appointments available to book on Arbor from Monday 24t
2025. November 2025.

Thursday 11t December 2025. Whole School.

Tuesday 18th November 2025.
Thursday 27t November 2025

Year 5.
Year 5.

Christmas Lunch / Jumper Day. Children are invited to come to school wearing their
Christmas jumper instead of their school jumper.

Monday 15* December 2025.
Tuesday 16t December 2025.
Tuesday 16" December 2025.
Wednesday 17t December 2025.
Thursday 18" December 2025. Year 3 & 4.

Friday 19" December 2025. Reception, Year 1 & 2.
Friday 19" December 2025. KS2.

Friday 19t December 2025. Whole School.
Monday 5t January 2026. Whole School.
Tuesday 6t January 2026. Whole School.

Assemblies and Collective Worship — Parents Invited

Class Curriculum Celebration Assemblies Celebration of the Word
Tues 23« June 26 Thurs 4+ June 26
Tues 16+ June 26 Thurs 21« May 25

Tues 31« March 26 Thurs 22~ Jan 25

Tues 10+ March 26 Thurs 13=Nov 25
Tues 17+ Feb 26 Thurs 18+ June 25

Year 5 Tues 10+ Feb 26 9.00am Thurs 27+ Nov 25

Year 6 Tues 27+ Jan 26 9.00am Thurs 6= Nov 25

Year 6 Leavers Assembly | Thursday 16+ July 2026 |

Proud to be apart of...

FR - 1y
& Bishop Wilkinson
Catholic Education Trust

11 Through Christ, in Partnership

Reception. Christmas Crafts at 9am in the School Hall.

Christmas Nativity at 9:30am in the School Hall.

Carol Service at 4.30pm in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Nativity at 9:30am & 2:30pm in the School Hall.

Christmas Party 1:30-3pm.

Christmas Party 9:30-11am.

School breaks up for Christmas Holidays at 3.15pm.

Inset Day. School closed to pupils on this day.

Back to School — 8:45am.

Reception.
Year 5 & 6.
Year 1 & 2.

9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am
9.00am

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

2.00pm

Important Information: From time to time, due to unforeseen circumstances, the
dates/events mentioned in the Fortnightly may have to be changed /cancelled. If a
change/cancellation does occur, you will be notified as early as possible.

Thank you in advance for your understanding.




