The Fortnightly!

- Friday 11th July 2025 -

‘Learning together in faith and love,

we shine as children of God’

Statement to live by: I try to be accepting of others!

SATs Success!.. A huge congratulations
to our wonderful Year 6 children who

received their SATs results this week. All
-1 | their hard work and dedication has truly
i3 paid off and they should all be extremely
B0 % 4 gt s 8 proud of their achievements. A great set

P, of results which are well deserved!
1) & ] L

" Well done!
\)r\‘ff Year 1 Curriculum Celebration... Thank you to our Year 1 children for
‘.’:ﬁ' [si/452 presenting their Curriculum Celebration Assembly. They did an amazing job of
e e :“V."' showcasing their learning and all the memories they have made during the

year. It was wonderful to see so many Year 1 families and friends there to
share in this celebration. Super proud Year 1!

Enterprise Challenge.. A reminder that
our children have been making products
bought with their modest class budgets
for Enterprise. The challenge is to see
who can make a profit! Save the Date:
Families are invited to come to school on
Wednesday 16th July from 2:30pm
to browse and purchase the goods
produced by our children.

Teaching Life Skills

Reminder: Year 6
families... Year 6 children will
be celebrating their Leavers
Assembly on Thursday 17th e !
July at 2pm. Year 6 families || [ So
are warmly welcomed to
watch this event. Looking
forward to see you there!
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Year 6 Colour Run...
Year 6 had a wonderful
time on Tuesday at
Hetton Lyons Park
where they took part in
a Colour Run. Great
teamwork everyone!

— |
| Needless to say, our
school mini buses
have required a good
clean inside!

Mass of Thanksgiving... Last week, we held
a Mass of Thanksgiving for Mr Doyle who has
dedicated many years to St. Michael’s as a
Governor and Chair of Governors. On behalf
of all the school
community, thank
you for all your

= | support and

& encouragement
throughout your

{ time on the Local
| Governing

i Committee.

| Service and
dedication!

Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle last week to visit
the Holy Door for this special Jubilee Year. i
Whilst there, they took part in midday Mass
and also had a tour of the Cathedral

| afterwards.

B Thank you to the Cathedral Clergy and tour
guide for making us feel so welcome.

Well done Year 2!

Year 2 Holy Door Visit.. Year 2 had a wonderful visit to St.

July at 10am. All families are able to join us.

.I.

Whole School End of Year Mass... A reminder that we will be celebrating an End of Year Mass on Friday 18th

See you there!

-I.

Attendance at school.. Ball Games... Can we please ask that no ball games are
played on the yard either before or after school and that
Class... Attendance Class.. Attendance children dismount bikes and scooters before entering the yard.
figure... figure... We have had reports of both children and adults being hurt.
Reception 5% Year 3 7% Thank you in advance for acting upon this!
Year 1 7% Year 4 9% Parking.. We kindly ask parents/carers to be considerate and
Year 2 a5% Year 5 mindful of safety when parking to ensure our
children, neighbours and the whole school
Year 6 8% community remain safe.
Congratulations to Year 4! Thank you for your cooperation! Q
Home - School links...
Email: Address: Telephone: Website: Twitter:

Durham Rd, Houghton le Spring, 0191584 0542

smi@smi.bwcet.com

stmichaelscatholicschool.co.uk

@St_MichaelsRC

DH5 8NF

Headteacher: Mr. NW. Reeson

Catholic Primary School
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Healthy Week and Sports Day 2025!.. Wow, wow, WOW! What a truly incredible week it has been. Classes throughout school
have thrown themselves into Healthy Week 2025 and rounded it off with Sports Day. There has been such an array of activities and
sports for the children to take part in. We have had a climbing wall, golf tournaments, a chef making healthy meals, archery, dancing,
tennis coaches, the Red Sky Foundation, the nurse teaching us about keeping our bodies healthy.. the list goes on! There has been such
an energy and excitement around school with lots of really important learning.

Take a look at just some of the pictures from across the week..

Thank you, Miss Potts, for organising an amazing week!

BWCET Celebration of Sport 2025!... Last week, our wonderful Year 5 children took part in the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education
Trust Celebration of Sport 2025. The children participated in some amazing sporting events across the day and represented our school

incredibly well. At the end of the day the winning Cluster was announced and it was the St. Robert’s Cluster which we belong to! What
an incredible day and a wonderful event to be part of.
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Flourishing together!
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Online Safety...

FAIR] PLAY ANDJERIENDLY
N COMPETITION

S

. " n school sports, fulr play and friendly competition are important for character development Fair play

This guide addresses potential challenges — like the pressure to win — and offers practical tips on

\ / embodies respect and integrity while good-natured competition balances rivalry with camaraderie.

instilling values of fair play and cultivating a positive sporting environment for young athletes.

B3

1 LEAD BY EXAMPLE =

Parents, carers and teachers should try to
exemplify fair play: demonstrating respect for
opponents, coaches and officials. Children
frequently learn by observing adult behaviour,
so displaying a sense of fair play sets a powerful
precedent for them to follow in their own actions
on and off the field.
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» EFFORT OVER €9
OUTCOME -

Encourage children to focus on giving it their all,
rather than basing their entire performance on
whether they win or not. This fosters a growth
mindset, where the journey and the process of
improvement are valued just as much as the
end result. It also reduces the pressure to “win at
all costs”, which can be a harmful outlook in
some situations.
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SET CLEAR -
3 EXPECTATIONS @

Establish clear guidelines and expectations for
behaviour before, during and after sporting
events. Ensuring that children understand what
is cor helps prevent
mlsundersmndmgs and promotes a positive,
respectful atmosphere.
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HIGHLIGHT <

% COOPERATION m

Underline the value of teamwork and
cooperation in achieving success. Success isn't
just about individual achievements, but about
how well the team communicates, encourages
each other and works together towards a
common goal. A strong focus on cooperation
fosters camaraderie and mutual support
among players.
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DISCUSS ACCEPTING
DEFEAT

Help children to understand that they can’t

win every contest - that losing occasionally

is anatural part of both sport and life in general.
Teaching them to accept defeat gracefully and
learn from their mistakes promotes resilience,
humility and the ability to bounce back stronger
from setbacks. Taking a loss in one’s stride is
also an admirable trait and can help children
and young people garner respect in their future
life.
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Meet Our Expert

Caroline Holder is a PE consultant based in Staffordshire. Having worked
across all age ranges delivering PE in schools, she now trains teachers
and works with schools to develop their provision and ensure it achieves
maximum impact for pupils. She passionately believes in the impact
that PE, sport, and activity can have on children.

¢ ENCOURAGE INCLUSIVE
PARTICIPATION

Promote an environment where all children feel
welcome and valued, regardless of their skill
level. Prioritise the 1mportunce of participation
and enjoyment over winning, creating
asupportive atmosphere where every

child can thrive and develop their

abilities without unnecessary pressure.

FOSTER CONFLICT ©.
RESOLUTION SKILLS

Teach children how to resolve conflicts
peacefully and respectfully, both on and off the
field. Providing them with strategies for effective
communication and problem-solving helps
build stronger relationships and enhances their
ability to navigate challenges, which can be a
huge boon to them throughout their adult lives.
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8 TEACH RESPECT

Emphasise to children the importance of
respecting everyone involved in the game,
regardless of the outcome. Respect for your
teammates, opponents, coaches and officials
helps to create a positive, inclusive sports
environment where everyone can feel valued
and appreciated.
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9 GIVE CONSTRUCTIVE
FEEDBACK

offer feedback that focuses on areas for
improvement rather than unfiltered criticism.
Praise what a child has done well and advise on
how to improve, rather than simply pointing out
shortcomings. Encouraging a growth mindset
and highlighting progress helps children to
develop confidence, resilience and a desire to
continue striving for excellence.
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1o CELEBRATE GOOD
SPORTSMANSHIP

Try to avoid solely drawing attention to
children’s physical performance on the field.
Recognise and celebrate acts of sportsmanship,
fair play and kindness, too. By spotlighting
positive behaviour, you reinforce the
importance of such conduct and inspire
children to practise this in the future, creating a
culture of respect and camaraderie within the
sports community that does wonders for
morale.
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Use of Social Media outside of school.. A gentle reminder that most popular social media platforms (e.g. WhatsApp, Snapchat,
Messenger etc.) are for pupils 13 years and over and therefore our children should not be using them. However, if your child does access
Social Media, we ask for your utmost vigilance. Just like their interactions in person, online interactions require supervision and support
What is right will vary from family to family but some strategies that are known to be successful include..

®  Monitoring their phones for the apps that are downloaded /" “
/ﬂ . ‘
Enacting parental controls on phones and consoles oc
Reviewing the messages they send on platforms and apps — making monitoring part of a daily or weekly routine @ E
Setting expectations about what space (preferably communal) and times they have access to devices \g

Encouraging them to share or discuss with you what they are doing. Stay alert and vigilant!




Safety Notice... For children’s safety, can we please remind
families that children should not be climbing on walls or fences
either on or off site. Thank you.

Safeguarding leads at St Michael’s...

Also, can we please remind families that you should not be
using the staff car park gates and walking across the car park
7 N to enter / exit school. This is highly dangerous and is not
Mr N Reeson Mrs K Stephenson Mrs K Bajrami . d d h l h d.
Headteacher Deputy Assistant » Permltte ue to health an Sajety-
Headteacher Headteacher, (g 2es = Instead, please use the pedestrian gate which is located just
Mr Kemp 3 meters away from the car park gates. This is much safer for

Safeguarding Governor .
P N : g - you and your child.
I you have any sajeguarding concerns, please speai to a member o, S % . .
staff Catholic Primary School We thank you in advance for your cooperation!

- Important Dates -

Date Class Event

Wednesday 4™ June 2025. Year 3. Visit to St Mary’s Cathedral and the Holy Door.

Friday 6™ June 2025. Year 6. Educational Visit to Safety Works.

Friday 6™ June 2025. Year 5. 10am - Year 5 Class Mass at St. Michael's Church. All welcome.
Monday At June 2025 — Thursday 12
June 2025.

Monday 9™ June 2025 — Friday 20* June
2025.

Thursday 12 June 2025. Year 5. Celebration of the Word at 3pm in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Year 6. Bikeability — Cycling proficiency.

Year 1. Phonics Screening Tests.

Saturday 14 June 2025. Year 4. Sacrament of First Holy Communion - 10am in St Michael’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
Wednesday 18 June 2025. Year 6. Y6 Nexus Bus Induction.

Thursday 19 June 2025. Whole School. Careers | Enterprise Day.

Thursday 19% June 2025. Year 4. Celebration of the Word at 3pm in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Thursday 19% June 2025. Year 4. First Holy Communion Preparation.
Friday 20™ June 2025. Year 3. 10am - Year 3 Class Mass at St. Michael's Church. All welcome.

Tuesday 24t June 2025. Reception. Curriculum celebration assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.

Wednesday 25t June 2025. Reception. Litter pick at the Beach.

Thursday 26 June 2025. Year 6. Primary Festival at the Youth Village.

Friday 27t June 2025. Whole School. Inset Day. School closed to pupils on this day.
Monday 30™ June 2025 — Wednesday 2
July 2025.

Monday 30th June—Tuesday 1st July
2025.

Wednesday 2 July 2025. Year 2. Visit to St Mary’s Cathedral and the Holy Door.
Thursday 3¢ July 2025. Year 5. Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium.
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Year 6. Transition days at St Roberts.

Whole School. In-School Transition Days. Classes move up to their new year groups.

Thursday 3¢ July 2025. Year 1. Curriculum celebration assembly 9am in the School Hall. All are welcome to join us.
Friday 4% July 2025. Years 1 & 2. 10am - Year 1 & 2 Class Mass at St. Michael’s Church. All welcome.

Monday 7t July 2025 - Friday 11* July
2025.

Friday 11t July 2025 Whole School Sports Day at 2pm on the School Field

Whole School. Healthy Week.

Thursday 17+ July 2025. Year 6. Leavers Assembly. All are welcome to join us.

Friday 18® July 2025. Year 6. 10am - Whole School End of Year Mass at St. Michael’s Church—led by Year 6. All welcome.
Friday 18t July 2025. Whole School. School breaks up for Summer Holidays at 3:15pm.

Tuesday 2 September 2025. Whole School. Back to School.

Assemblies and Collective Worship — Parents Invited

Class Curriculum Celebration Assemblies Celebration of the Word
Reception Tues 24th June 25 9.00am Thurs 215t Nov 24 3.00pm
Year 1 Thurs 3rd July 25 9.00am Thurs 24" Oct 24 3.00pm
Year 2 Tues 8" April 25 9.00am Thurs 23 Jan 25 3.00pm
Year 3 Tues 15t April 25 9.00am Thurs 14" Nov 24 3.00pm
Year 4 Tues 18" Feb 25 9.00am Thurs 19t June 25 3.00pm
Year 5 Tues 11t Feb 25 9.00am Thurs 12t June 25 3.00pm
Year 6 Tues 28th Jan 25 9.00am Thurs 7th Nov 24 3.00pm

Year 6 Leavers Assembly | Thursday 17* July 2025 | 2.00pm

Proud to be apart of...
Important Information: From time to time, due to unforeseen circumstances, the ,_‘;:

/
R . eqq -
dates/events mentioned in the Fortnightly may have to be changed /cancelled. If a & BlShOp Wllklnson

change/cancellation does occur, you will be notified as early as possible. iiiii  Catholic Education Trust
11 Through Christ, in Partnership

Thank you in advance for your understanding.




